
Editorial:

BAI{K INTERESI PILGRIMAGE, AND MODERNISM

TVo phenomenal issues arise vrithin Indonesian Muslim society
recently: the fatwa of the Indonesian Ulaima' Council (Arlajelis Ulana
Indtnesia/\[Ul) about iba znd the pilgrimage case. Bank interest and
iba is a classical problem not only for Indonesian Muslims but also for
N{uslims all over the wodd and therefote the crxtentfatwa of the MUI
about proscnption of bank interest is not a new issue. Prior to thisfatwa,

the Council has issued a simlht fatwa in the 1 970s, which was initiated by

otherfatwut of certain international Islamic organrzatons. Initially, some

observets ptedicted that the rccent fatwa of the MUI would create
significant rush in some conventional banks and most Indonesian
Muslims would transfet their money to Islamic/Syati'ah banks. However,
the prediction was not proved to be true; no rush and no massive
transfers. This fact has initiated a polemic amongst several Muslim leaden
in the Indonesian mass media, and many theodes were proposed. First,

Muslims do not consider thefatwa as an important advice ftom the MUI
because they do not really understand about iba. Second, Muslims

consider bank interest as a reasonable benefit and they have been enjoying
it during their life time. As bank interest is one of the phenomena of
modemity that should be faced by lMuslims all over the world, there

should be a profound discussion about this issue so that a meeting point
for the Indonesian Muslims can be ptoposed.

The case of pilgrimage is also an essential issue fot the Indonesian
Muslims. The abortive attempt of about 30,000 Muslims to go to Mecca

fot pilgrimage could not be consideted as a ttivial issue. Regardless of
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the Indonesian government's efforts to overcome this problem, these
Muslims have alteady lost their trust to the government. Although there
ate cettain Muslims who consider this incident as a test for them to be
more patient, the goverffnent, in this case the Depaftrnenl ef ftsligious
Affafus, could not deny that this is due to their misstep. The ftankness
and sincerity of these Muslims to accept this cfucumstance could not be
misused by the govefirment as the reason for not imptoving its service
quality. Since we live in modern era, we should employ modetnization
which would provide some altetnatives to address ptoblems faced by
Muslims.

Al-Jani'ah loumal of Isknic S tudies isan international journal which
accommodates modern views on Islam, either ftom Muslims or non-
Muslims. The iournalviews that modernity does not conftadict Islamic
teachings; on the contrary, it helps Muslims to be more devout. In its
attempt to demonstrate its modern views, the journal accommodates
the diverse thoughts \vithin Islam. From eight aticles in this volume, we
ptoudly present some articles on modetn perspectives of Islam. David
Splawn's atticle compares 'Isa in AI-Qur'an and Jesus in the New
Testament. M. Abdurrahman and Ahmad Baidowi discuss two main
sources of Islam with new perspectives. othet aticles examine Islam in
its relations to language and cultwe. In general, all articles in this edition
are important for those who want to better undemtand modern views
of Islam. (Muhannad lVildan/ Edito).
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