
EDITORTAL

\eedless !o say tlut Indonesh is the rnost populous Muslim country even
to thqse of all Arab countries. At the sarne tfune, Indonesia is

3eo'graohically quite hr from lltecca and Medinah, the rc called centres of
.shm. This Fact has aertainly positiv'e and negative effeca. on dre one harrd,
.ndonesbn Muslims can interprct tlre lslamic teaching in such a way ttrat rheir
rirgious interpretations ar€ not very much influenced by the traditions (a/-
'dciai) 

of the Arab countries which are, 3o some er(ent, quite different from
Jrce of Indonesh. on tlre odrer hand, however. the geographicrl position of
lndonesia provokes c€rain problems, rneaning that lslam in Indonesh has
cften been sakl to be strongly colored by "non-lslarnic traditions. This being
rhe case, lndonesian lslam is seen as sorne sort of backwater, coniarninated by
non-lslamic yalues.

Suc-lt an opinion has a hr reaching consequenc€. Mo.st qrrlier sclrolars
u-l tlre field of lslamic sludies, hcluding rhose from tndonesia, have nor been
rnterested in writing on Islam in lndonesia.Tlrey have even been more proud
of svriting on lslam in Arztb countries. Islarn in lndonesh is rhen ruellknown
only in tenrs of is population. Ttris b exacrrbated by dre fact dnt tlre
lndonesian scfiolars are mosdy poor in foreign language, and rlw dreir
rholarly works are knosm in a very lirnited cirde. In fact, Islam in rndonesia
shares similar cbncerns and problems rvidr otlrer Muslim countries. ,{s is the
case with their counterparts elsewhere, lluslims in lndontxh are hced by tlre
following questions: How does Cod speak? wlro speak for GocP how Cod's
will is to be known? and how are Muslims uying !o adapt to a modem lifestyle
sr.hile at the same time still retaining tslamic values'?

ln recent years, however, new uend has already ernerged. lnfluenced
partly by dre study of lslam ouside of the Mktdle Easr, lndonesia nowadays
receives more attention from certain sc-lmlars, mosrly vestem. At the same tfune,
lndonesian scholars gr:lduated rnosrly from lvestem universities are willingly
exposing Islamic thought in Indonesia tlrrcrugh their writings, and rnore
importantly dreir inithtive to publish intenrational ioumals.

Crrtainly, the anicles that are published regularly in thls jounral arc part
of dre efforts t<r introcluce lndoneshn lslam rr a wirCer audience.
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